Commenting Effectively on Planning Applications 
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Key points
· Comments must be taken into account
· Decisions are made in the balance of harm vs benefits in the public interest
· Stick to material considerations & avoid non-material ones.
· Bear in mind some considerations may carry more weight than others, applied at the discretion of the LGA - e.g. technical arguments may carry more weight than communities’
· There is not a fixed list of material considerations (govt site especially poor), but it can include traffic flow & the community’s right to a view (outlook), though this is not an individual right.
· Impact on property values and number of representations made are non-material examples.
· If an application goes to committee and the PC is invited to speak, they are likely to only have a 3 minute slot.
· Ideally link comments to local policies – model grounds for refusal available.
· It can be OK to request conditions be applied.
